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Penkovsky Papers

From Dr Robert Cnnr..w t

Hu, Owing to travel, 1 have only to-
day scen The Times Diavy in your
is<ue of April 29, which allegesthat
the ]’anm"Ly Popers have now
beeu  proved a  fabrication, and
attacks me  for maintaining  the
oppasite.

Tt is true that students of Soviet
aifaivs have on ovcasion endorsed,
o partially eadorsed, 1akes (as with
Deutscher and Carr in the cases of
“ Budu Mdivani” and the * Litvinov
Diaries P respectively): and had your
Diavist's asscrtion been true, 1 would
naturally have admitted my ervor.
But it 18 not.

All that even the egregious Senate
Commitée’s report pn Intelligence
Activities ead the Rizhts of Amexi-
cans, whichh your Dmur quotes, in
fect says is ll.u the bonk was pre-
paced and written by CIA “agency
asseis™, but oa the basis of the
“actual case materials ™. But this
is no more than a bosiile way of
saving  ther the materisls cawe
through the CIA (whe were, vather
naturally, Coionel Penkovsky's
American contacts), and that there-
afior they were  rransloted  and
edited by sameone in the CIA'S con-
There is nothing new here,
fet alene any proof of “ palpable
forgery ™. And thar snch editing

took pluce has never been dispureds
it is indueed stated in the book it
This is obvi ously uot an ea:
satisfactory situation, bur iv Izaves
tite question of authenticire a5 eme
of judenent of the wcreal 1ext
Crittciem of i1, as againsg mere anti-
CIA abuse, has lwu\ hased salele on
criticis® m]sundmw:muding:\' af rrivia,
and o amteur  telepsychalogy
(“Colonel Penkovsky would nat
lave . ... Untii the CEA relzases
the original “case m“luL.P”} as 1
hope it will, one can only say that
the arguments for senersl authen-
ticity (and the nenative argunmenis

against “forgery ™) remuin incom-
parably  stronger than  their con-
travies. At the very least, ihe in-

expert intuitions of Mr Bregau can-
not be taken very seviously, any
more than yvour Diavist’s attenmpt to
squeeze impfications out of the re-
yport of the Church Comumiteee, Flhat
Committee hos itself boen attacked
in the United Stutes even by he-al
columnists as farcelvy a pelitica’ly
inotivated farce. To find Finres caa-
tributors who po a seed deal furder
i a little distuarbing.

Yours faithfu!ly,

ROBYERT CONQUIST,

Woodrow Wilsonr International
Ceater for Scholars,

Smithson’sn Institution,
\\.wh'n“lm
May 12,
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